
Inspiring today to achieve tomorrow

Our Statement of Intent for Reading

Intent:

At Crossley Street Primary School, we value reading as a key life skill, and strive to enable
our pupils to become life-long readers. We believe children should be introduced to a wide
range of texts throughout their time at school.  Our curriculum driver of ‘Initiative’ means that
we aim to inspire our pupils to want to become readers.  We believe that promoting reading
in school encourages children to choose to read at various times, and in various places,
throughout their lives. We strive to ignite curiosity which is often partially satisfied by being
able to access text. We intend, through our curriculum driver of ‘Personal Wellbeing and
Growth’, to encourage all pupils to read a wide range of both fiction and non-fiction text
types, to develop their knowledge of themselves and the world in which they live.  We want
children to establish an appreciation and love of reading, to gain knowledge across the
curriculum and to develop their comprehension skills. By celebrating ‘Diversity’ as a school,
we encourage children to become familiar with a wide range of authors, from culturally
diverse and ethnic backgrounds.  We support children with English as an Additional
Language to embrace Literacy and support them to engage in all English learning, sharing
texts and developing their language acquisition sensitively, supported by their peers.

It is our intention to ensure that, by the end of their primary education all pupils are able to
read fluently, and with confidence, equipping them with skills to take to the next stage of their
lives.  We aim to develop confident readers who are able to successfully comprehend and
understand a wide range of texts. We want pupils to develop a love of reading, a good
knowledge of a range of authors, and be able to understand more about the world in which
they live through the knowledge they gain from texts. We understand the importance of
parents and carers in supporting their children to develop both word reading and
comprehension skills, and so we aim to encourage a home-school partnership which
enables parents and carers to understand how to enhance the skills being taught in school
through good quality texts.

Through promoting and teaching children to use high quality talk and through the
implementation of ‘Little Wandle’ to teach Phonics, our children develop competent phonetic
awareness from a very early age, as soon as they begin school. Children are taught to
blend words from very early on in their education and do so confidently. Children at Crossley
Street are taught to develop their reading fluency, through phonetic strategies and also by
the teaching and promotion of high level vocabulary. Diverse reading opportunities are
made available to each child, using a range of fiction and non-fiction texts, and children are
taught comprehension skills from a very early age, which deepen as they progress through
school.

Our curriculum driver of ‘Personal Wellbeing and Growth’ ensures that staff are mindful that
reading is a life skill and we strive to equip children with essential skills that they need as
they are, and further become, an important part of their ‘Community and Wider
Environment’. Teachers work together to design a curriculum which has reading at its core
across all curriculum areas.   Through choosing quality texts, we allow children to recognise
the pleasure they can get from reading, as well as developing an understanding that reading
will allow them to discover new knowledge.  We understand that through being a confident
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reader, children become writers and that a good understanding and appreciation of a range
of texts enriches writing.

Implementation:

To ensure that the above intentions are achieved, we have adopted ‘Little Wandle’ as our
phonics programme and our English curriculum is delivered primarily through the use of the
‘Power of Reading’ scheme of work which uses high-quality texts at its core. We select texts
which promote our school’s curriculum drivers of ‘Initiative’, ‘Diversity’, ‘Community and
Wider Environment’ and ‘Personal Wellbeing and Growth’. We do this by tailoring texts to
the children’s interests, by linking texts to class topics, significant historical figures, periods in
History and by learning about authors who celebrate or tell stories about their experiences or
culture.

Teachers carefully select texts designed to ignite interest and engagement and tailor their
lessons to the needs, interests and abilities of their children. All children read during English
lessons and are read to throughout the day so that they develop a love of reading. All
children enjoy listening to teachers read stories to them at the end of each day with many
saying that this is their, ‘favourite part of the day’ or this time of the day, ‘allows them to
escape to another world’. Classes share stories and novels that are selected by teachers
and children. These book choices gradually explore a more detailed development of
characters and plots as children progress through school.

All classrooms have highly attractive class reading areas with subject specific books and
other age-appropriate reading for pleasure books. Reading for pleasure is promoted
throughout school. We have a school library and classes visit the local library and engage in
projects with them directly.

Phonics is an important daily lesson in each class from Nursery through to Year 2. The
school follows the SSP programme, ‘Little Wandle’ which develops the children’s ability to
hear, discriminate, recognise, blend and write sounds. All leaders, teachers and support
staff are trained in the delivery of ‘Little Wandle’. The teaching of Phonics is in the form of
whole class sessions. Every year in June, the Year One pupils take the National Phonic
Screening which seeks to test whether children are able to decode using phonics to an
expected benchmark level. Any children who do not pass this test, or who are identified as
not meeting ARE throughout their time learning phonics, are identified early and take part in
‘Keep-Up Sessions’ designed to quickly ‘catch children’s learning up’, to ensure that ‘no child
is left behind’ in their phonics learning. Children who do not meet the expected level in
phonics by the end of Y2, receive daily bespoke phonic teaching in Y3 and typically are
identified as having a specific literacy difficulty, in which case, further support and
intervention is sought, in consultation with the SENCO/Inclusion Manager.

Guided reading takes place in groups in Reception and KS1, and reading activities form part
of a carousel in Y1 and Y2, where the focus is very much on children embedding their
phonics learning. In KS2, children read with an adult as part of a grammar, handwriting and
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reading carousel. Teachers work closely with readers and direct high-quality questions to
individuals, to encourage greater depth of understanding and inference.

During 1-1 reading sessions and guided reading, teachers make notes and keep individual,
group and/or class records on weekly grids and overview formats, specific to their own year
group. Phonics jotters are used in Y1 and Y2 and children across school take part in
phonics and spelling activities during Early Morning Work. Evidence of this is found in each
child’s Early Morning Jotter (or equivalent) and in Phonics books in Y2 which showcase the
written element of the lesson from the SSP’s reading and writing element of each session
(Little Wandle).

All children in the Foundation Stage read individually to a trained adult each week.
Throughout school a minority of children will read 1 to 1 with an adult as a form of
intervention. All children are expected to read at home and are given ‘home’ reading books.
All children who are learning phonics up to and including Phase 5 are issued with two home
reading books; a phonics-matched book which is matched very closely to the phonics taught
in class, that the child is secure on, and a book that the children choose to take home for
pleasure; perhaps from our school library or class libraries.

We expect families at home to read these books with their child daily and make comments in
their child’s reading record. Children in Key Stage 2 use personal planners to record all
home reading and they are encouraged to take ownership of this themselves to encourage
the development of independence and the enjoyment of initiating their own reading patterns.

Impact:

Through the teaching of systematic phonics, our aim is for children to be able to decode
words and also recognise high frequency words and common exception words by the end of
Key Stage One. We aim for them to be confident and fluent word readers. This way, children
can focus on developing their fluency and comprehension as they move through the school.
Attainment in Reading is measured using the statutory assessments at the end of Key Stage
One and Two and also through the use of PIRA. The SATS results are measured against the
reading attainment of children nationally. Attainment in phonics is measured very closely
using ‘Little Wandle’ assessments for all children who are learning phonics, until the end of
Phase 5. It is formally assessed by the Phonics Screening Check at the end of Year 1.
Assessments for spelling are then recorded while children learn spelling rules from Y2
onwards.

We firmly believe that reading is the key to all learning and so the impact of our reading
curriculum is measurable across the whole curriculum as reading skills are essential for
unlocking learning, acquiring knowledge and developing understanding in all subjects.

Reading is a priority in our school’s vision and ‘Mantra’ and all stakeholders share the drive
to develop fluent readers who read for enjoyment as well as for purpose. In a world where
life moves quickly, technology is fast-paced and future careers are not yet imaginable, we
aspire to ensure that our children are literate, have rich vocabularies and are able to read
fluently and with confidence; of course, because they need to, but also because they have

the desire to.


