
Writing at Crossley Street,

Intent:

At Crossley Street, we aim to teach writing in a way that engages children, develops
key speaking and listening skills, instils a confidence to share their thoughts and
views and inspires creativity and a passion for writing. We believe that a quality
literacy (English) curriculum should develop and promote a love of reading, writing,
discussion and drama. We aim to expose children to a variety of texts, genres and
authors, thus providing children with opportunities to write for different purposes,
evidence their learning in a variety of ways and explore different themes and values
within texts such as culture and diversity; a key driver of our curriculum. We want to
give each child the chance to find their own writing passion.

We recognise the importance of creating a culture where children take pride in their
writing. We aim to ensure that children’s writing is celebrated and valued, whether
this is through sharing their work through social media, contacting the authors that
have inspired their work, creating meaningful displays for all to see or simply sharing
their hard work with parents, it is vital in fostering a successful writing culture. We
believe that if children know that their writing is valued and purposeful, then they will
take pride in their work and strive to achieve their best. One way in which we look to
celebrate and encourage this is through our whole school writing projects, which are
undertaken throughout school on a half-termly basis. This is just one way in which
we look to encourage children to take the initiative when it comes to writing. These
projects will allow them to take control of their writing; whether it be the topic that
they want to explore, the features they want to implement or the genre they want to
use. This is a key tool in promoting independence and giving writing a purpose.

We know that children need to develop a secure knowledge-base for literacy, which
follows a clear pathway of progression as they move through the primary curriculum.
As well as the need to deliver writing in an engaging and creative manner, we
believe that a secure base in literacy skills is crucial to a high-quality education,
which will give our children tools that they will need to become a meaningful and
influential member of society.

Implementation:

These aims and values are embedded across our literacy lessons and the wider
curriculum. We have a varied and well organised English curriculum that provides
purposeful opportunities for reading, writing and discussion. Teachers adapt the
‘Power of Reading’ schemes that are tailored specifically to the year group
expectations and requirements. Each planning unit is based on a specific text that is
studied from start to finish, and provides children with the opportunities to develop
the key skills and values highlighted within our aims, as well as providing varied and
creative opportunities for writing. Where possible and purposeful, teachers are also
encouraged to utilise cross-curricular links with concurrent topic work to offer
different interests, perspectives and contexts.



The national curriculum for English aims to ensure that all pupils:
● Read easily, fluently and with good understanding.
● Develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and information.
● Acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of
linguistic conventions for reading, writing and spoken language.
● Appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage.
●Write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style in and
for a range of contexts, purposes and audiences.
● Use discussion in order to learn; they should be able to elaborate and explain
clearly their understanding and ideas.
● Are competent in the arts of speaking and listening, making formal presentations,
demonstrating to others and participating in debate.

In order to support all children at Crossley Street, resources and strategies are
tailored to the individual by class teachers, in order to provide each child with the
best possible chance to succeed and exceed.

In addition to daily literacy sessions, children excel in early reading through the
teaching of phonics which follows the ‘Letters and Sounds’ programme from Nursery
up to year 2.

In KS1 and KS2, teachers follow the ‘Twinkl Spelling Scheme’. They adapt spelling
rules where necessary and investigate the morphology and lexicology of words to
ensure a deeper understanding.

Impact:

Children at Crossley Street are confident to take risks in their writing and love to
discuss their ideas.

Children at Crossley Street take ownership of their learning and development in
writing. We encourage children to make every word count and write for a purpose
and an audience.

We strive to create a community of enthusiastic readers and writers who thrive on
showcasing their developing literacy knowledge and skills.

Our attainment in writing is above the national average but is a key priority to
improve.


