
Inspiring today to achieve tomorrow

Modern Foreign Languages - Statement of Intent

MFL Intent:

We intend for all of our children to leave Crossley Street equipped with the confidence,
resilience, vocabulary and cultural awareness to be able to engage in a conversation in a
foreign language. As a result of this, our children will increase their future opportunities, and
develop their role as a global citizen.

At Crossley Street, we have chosen French as our modern foreign language, as not only is France a
country visited by many of our pupils, but also, after English, French is the most commonly used in the
business world, which many of our pupils will enter in the future. The intention of our MFL curriculum
is to ensure pupils leave Crossley Street with positive attitudes to language learning, developing their
linguistic competence and cultural awareness in a town with very little multicultural diversity. With
diversity being a key curriculum driver for us, it is essential that our children leave our school knowing
that it isn’t enough to just speak English, in the commercial field and elsewhere. Our French lessons
“inspire today,” by preparing pupils to participate in a rapidly changing world in which work, and other
activities, are often carried out in languages other than English. The rise of international commerce
means that pupils need to be equipped with the skills needed in the international workplace, in order
to “achieve tomorrow,” hence why we must ensure the children are able to access the language
learning skills, which we will help to develop, in the future. Enjoyment in learning French is a large
focus of our French curriculum, and the use of action songs, playground games, stories and video
clips promotes a meaningful and enriching way of developing language learning skills. Exploiting links
and experiences with French-speaking countries when opportunities arise, such as via links with our
partner school Ecole St. Louis in our twin town, Privas, France, promotes a culture of respect and
tolerance, as well as an understanding of our community, which is also a key curriculum driver. Our
MFL curriculum is inclusive, and ensures that all pupils, regardless of race, background, gender or
academic capabilities, have the opportunity to develop their language learning skills – we recognise
the motivational advantages of the use of MFL by children with SEN. Our MFL curriculum is also
designed to promote resilience and taking risks, especially in our higher ability learners, who in other
subjects may attain highly, but may find language learning a challenge. Essentially, our MFL
curriculum ensures all pupils have the initiative, (another key curriculum driver for us), confidence and
independent language learning skills to be able to equip them for secondary school and our diverse
society, whilst having fun, learning something new.

Curriculum Implementation:

At Crossley Street, we achieve the above intentions through using a carefully chosen set of schemes
of work for French, from Nursery upwards, published by La Jolie Ronde, to ensure progression. As
well as delivering the legal requirements of the KS2 MFL National Curriculum Framework, thus
ensuring the particular language strategies are taught, and appropriate skills are practised, children
develop positive attitudes to French, through the fun games, activities, stories and songs used in LJR,
which promote great enjoyment in language learning. Our ‘Little Languages’ scheme for Early Years
and KS1, ensures pupils are able to develop their language learning skills from a young age, and
bearing in mind that language fossilises at the age of 9, there is no better place to start than with
Nursery. Children are taught specific skills, concepts and vocabulary in a weekly dedicated lesson
with the class teacher, or during PPA cover. The content of all these lessons is then supplemented by
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the class teacher during the week, and can also be used through cross-curricular themes. All
classrooms have an area where current French vocabulary is shown, so the children can refer to this
in lessons, or over the course of the week.

The implementation of our French curriculum intends to support our less experienced French
speaking members of staff, as the schemes are easy to follow, and correct pronunciation, which is
vital, is shown through audio clips provided. The MFL coordinator also supports less linguistically
experienced teachers where possible, and promotes the importance of language learning wherever
possible. Pupils are very proud to show our coordinator their written French work, and will often greet
her in French throughout school. After-school French clubs, which incorporate Drama and a
performance for parents at the end, are provided for all KS2 pupils, to encourage resilience in
language learning, and confidence, as the oral part of French is often the aspect the children find the
most challenging, when they attend secondary school. The outside space is often used within our
French curriculum, especially for spoken activities, to maximise language learning enjoyment and
well-being. With Personal Wellbeing and Growth being one of our key curriculum drivers, then the joy
that French brings to our pupils is essential.

Crossley Street is an area of little multicultural diversity, so in our MFL curriculum, whilst we teach
French regularly to ensure progression and skills development, other languages may be taught on
suitable occasions to ensure the linguistic expertise of all staff is used, and the heritage of our children
is celebrated, to encourage tolerance of others. Christmas carol concerts, Early Years performances
for families, festivals and Geography project work all contain foreign language elements, and whole
school events such as our recent International Day enable all pupils to experience a variety of
languages and cultures, promoting a diversity of life and education outside of the Wetherby
mono-culture.

Curriculum Impact:

At Crossley Street, the impact of our MFL curriculum is monitored by the Subject Coordinator, who
uses a variety of assessment measures to gauge its success - primarily, teachers use the Chris
Quigley MFL milestones, assessing whether the pupil has a basic, advanced or deep understanding
of the objective, with staff using the deep statement to plan their lessons. The MFL Coordinator
devises an action plan at the beginning of the academic year, dependant on the evaluation and
evidence base from the previous year, and decides on a target for the subject, what success will look
like, and then when and by whom the actions will be taken. The MFL Coordinator will also monitor the
impact of the MFL curriculum and movement towards these targets through lesson observations,
learning walks, work scrutinies, pupil interviews and staff interviews. Interviews from stakeholders are
especially valuable to measure impact, especially when held at the start and end of a year or a new
programme of work.

Findings from these evaluations are reported back to the Headteacher and evaluated each term in the
Subject Leader Action Plan. The MFL Coordinator keeps all action plans, current and from previous
years, as well as policies, overview of coverage in MFL for each year group, evidence of pupil and
staff interviews, lesson observation notes, annotated planning examples, work scrutiny, display
evidence and any new resources that have been ordered in an MFL subject leader file. This can then
be picked up by any member of staff, who will quickly get a picture of MFL in our school by studying it.

At the end of the academic year, the action plan is fully reviewed and evaluated, backed up by a
detailed analysis of assessment data. These then feed into the School Development Plan, if
necessary, and Governors are thus informed of the priorities for curriculum development in each
subject.
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Here are some examples of what our children think about learning French in school!

“I love it when Claudine comes to talk French with us!”
Reception child

(Claudine is one of our French puppets!)

“It’s really useful when you go on holiday and work in
different places. You can communicate with others.” Year 3
child

“I like French and I’ve been to France. It will help when
you grow up and go abroad.” Year 5 child


